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Error Analysis in Voice by Advanced-level Chinese
Learners of Japanese: Comparative Analysis with Chinese

MOCHIZUKI Keiko

This paper focuses on the errors made in voice, namely, transitive/intransitive verbs, the
potential form, the causative form and the passive form, found in a corpus of essays written by
advanced-level Chinese learners of Japanese and by making a comparison with Chinese, aims to
present the reasons, due to Mother Tongue Interference from Chinese, and the patterns of these
errors made in the process of learning Japanese.

First, for errors made in Native Japanese Verbs with transitive and intransitive forms, the
most obvious error is not using the required transitive form but the corresponding intransitive
form. This is believed to be due to the following typological characteristics of Chinese, that is, 1)
there are no distinct transitive and intransitive morphological forms in Chinese, 2) Chinese is
Topic-Oriented, in the sense that the sentence-initial noun phrase is seen more as a “Topic”
stating what the sentence is about, than as the grammatical function “Subject” , 3) Chinese is
Patient-Oriented because as a sentence pattern predicating a change-of-state event, the most
common pattern is one where the entity undergoing the change of state, the Patient, is positioned
as the Topic and the sentence is transitive. These characteristics are believed to cause such
errors.

Second, for errors made on the potential form, e.g. *wakarareru (can understand),
*tuuji-rare-ru (make oneself understood) etc., errors are commonly found in the addition of the
potential suffix to Native Japanese Verbs with the connotation of “telicity” . In principle,
one-word/simple verbs in Chinese do not have the connotation of “telicity” and it is believed
that the cause of these errors can be traced back to the [Causative Verb + Change-of-state
Resultative Predicate] form of the Resultative Compound Verb.

Third, for errors on the causative form, the excessive addition of the causative suffix is the
most common. This is because one of the most basic sentence patterns is a causative sentence
where the cause is the subject is, and especially for psychological predication, one of the most
basic sentence patterns is where a causative event causes a particular psychological change.
These characteristics of Chinese are believed to have caused these errors.

Finally, for errors on the passive form, the pattern of not using the passive form when it is
required (omission) is the most common. This is believed to be caused by the facts that in
principle, the passive form in Chinese has a meaning of adversity and is therefore not used as
frequently as in Japanese, and that the Japanese passive corresponds to the Chinese [Topic +

Ergative Verb] form with no passive marking.



