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Topic
Vacation
Sports
English education in Japan
Job
Social rules in Japan
Health and aging
Festival
Technology
Environment
Travel
Christmas
New Year
Picture chat/Pick a topic
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Topic: Christmas

Function |Level |Questions ___

Describe A2-B2 ® How do you celebrate Christmas in your country/family? (familiar, B1)

Talk about one of the most memorable Christmas of yours.

® Talk about one of the most memorable Christmas gift you have received or
given to someone.

Give opinions B1: Familiar, @ Do you like Christmas? Why (not)? (personal, B1)

25;32:; ® Do you regard Christmas as religious event? Do you think it

life should be religious event? Why? (general, B2)

B2: General, @ Why do people need religious cerebrations? (abstract B2)
Compare & gcl"’.‘dem'c' ® How is Christmas perceived in Japan? Is there any difference compared to the

rest of the world? (familiar, B1)
Plan a fun Christmas party with your friends. (familiar, B1)

contrast

Make a decision complex

® Why did Christmas become such a popular even worldwide? (general, B2)
Provide solutions J:}¥ ® Some people might feel lonely around Christmas because they have no one

Practical to celebrate the Christmas with. What could be done to help those people to
problems feel less lonely? Would you like to do something to help them? (practical, B1)
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Speaking Session Question Lists MeekB: June, 3-7, 20191
Topic: Shopping

CEFR: B1 (Low)

1. Talk about a unique shopping experience you have had recently.

2. Do you think that online shopping is safe? Why or why not?

3. Do you collect any points or stamps at any stores? Which loyalty programs are worthwhile?

*4. What are most important things that you consider when buying things?

5. What do you think about thrift shops or flea market? Do you use them? Why (not)?

8. If you won the lottery, what would you buy?

*7. You have a budget of 30,000 yen for the improvement of this room (ELC or English Lounge). Please
decide what to buy with 30,000 yen.

8. Think about consumerism; we are constantly producing and buying things. Is that good for our
society? How about environment? What would be the consequence of consumerism?

9. What kind of advice can you give to a “shopaholic” in order to refrain them from buying too much stuff?
* = questions used for both B1 and B2 sessions
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Speaking Session Question Lists ’WeekB: June, 3-7, 201ﬂ
Topic: Shopping

CEFR: B2 (Mid)

1. Do you enjoy shopping? Why or why not?

*2_What are most important things that you consider when buying things?

3. Do you use C2C (Consumer to Consumer) shopping sites such as Mercari or Yahoo auction? What do
you think about it?

4. In terms of shopping, what are the things that you think is unigue about Japan?

*5. You have a budget of 30,000 yen for the improvement of this room (ELC or English Lounge). Please
decide what to buy with 30,000 yen.

6. What do you think about the trend of “minimalism™?

T. Some people think that to help the environment we should consume less. Do you think shopping is
hurting the environment? What can we do with our purchasing power to help the environment?

8. Shoplifting is a common crime in Japan. What are the causes of this crime and what can be done to
prevent it?

9. Some people say that materialism causes people to feel like they can never have enough. How can
we feel satisfied with our purchases without constantly wanting more?

* = guestions used for both B1 and B2 sessions
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The goal of the session is for you to be able to....

TORICEHINTVBEEYLAVR(CEEB T CEHIICRZON, v nBETY. -

TR (T —Zcnsos%x6E(C. Evaluation Sheet #52 ALZEY . -
CNBORICREDFRAS, BERICHEESUELL. -

level - | The participant was able to--- -
1) a variety of familiar subjects within his/her field of interest. -
- 1 2) an opinion on subjects relating to everyday life. -
3) simple reasons to justify a view points. -
1) with appropriate highlighting of significant points

and relevant supporting detail, such as

2)
by;
- commenting on what others say -
- evaluating alternative proposals-
- inviting others to join in .

- clarifying an issue-
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[ Speaking Session Evaluation Sheet for Advisors]  Bf|.

The participant was
able to...-

1) a variety of 2) 3)

familiar subjects within on subjects relating to to justify a vi -
o justify a view point. -

his/her field of interest. . everyday life.. J P

[ Speaking Session Evaluation Sheet for Advisors] B2/

The participant
was able to....

1) with appropriate
highlighting of significant points and relevant

supporting detail, such as

2)

by; -
- commenting on what others say.
- evaluating alternative proposals.
- inviting others to join in .
- clarifying an issue.-

Student humber-.

Name .

Partly yes, .
Yes. ) Y Yes, No.
with help.

Partly yes,.
Yes. ]
with help.

No.
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Communication Strategy (CS)

A systematic technique employed by a speaker to express his [or her]
meaning when faced with some difficulty (Corder, 1981, p. 103.)

CSOHRIEED B
(Dornyei, 1995; Cohen, Weaver, & Li, 1998; Nakatani, 2005; Saito, 2005)
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CSME R : CEFR 2018, Companion Volume®Interaction StrategiesdY

Interaction Strategies (Council of Europe, 2018) Companion Volume

Taking the floor initiating, maintaining and ending conversation

ETurlrgg)kmg) intervening in an existing conversation or discussion, often using a prefabricated expression
- to do so, or to gain time to think.

Cooperating confirming comprehension

(P.101)

giving feedback and relating one’s own contribution to that of previous speakers

summarizing the point reached in the discussion

inviting others to speak

Asking for clarification | indicating comprehension or a comprehension problem
(p.102)

requesting repetition

asking follow up questions to check comprehension or request details

Monitoring and Repair | changing tack and using a different tactic
(p. 80)

self-correcting slips, errors, mistakes

Compensating paralinguistic gesture to support language
(p.79, Production
strategies)

defining the missing concept

paraphrasing
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British Council
http://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/exams/speaking-exams/communication-strategies



This section offers you practical advice and language Tor you to prepare for your speaking exams.
The examiner or teacher won't expect your speaking to be perfect, or for you to know every single
word that you need to do the task.

Howewver, if you don’t know all the words you need you should have a plan for what you are going to
say to help you in this situation.

« When you don't know an exact word

= Opinions

= Agreeing and disagreeing

= Showing interest

= Suggestions

» Taking turns

» Speak without words! (non-verbal language)

British Council
http://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/exams/speaking-exams/communication-strategies
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Academic Session Resource Book
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Discussion Strategies in Recording Task
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Discussion Strategy 1 — Justifying your Opinion

In discussions, it is important to support your opinion. Giving reasons to justify your opinion helps
other people take your ideas more seriously. It also shows that you have thought about your ideas

carefully. Whenever you share an idea, you should give supporting ideas, and if you can, an exampie.

You can use the following three-step method.

Support

Useful Phrases
idea Support Example
Forme__. Due to._. Consider...
In my view. .. As__. Look at...
From my perspective___ The reason is that. .. Think about. ..
In my opinion._ .. One reason is that. .. What if...
For examplefinstance. ..

Example Discussion:

Do you think making friends is an
imporiant part of a part-time job?

P
- For me, it is good if you can maks
4 friends with your co-workers, but it
| is not important.
The most important thing is to work
{ well together, as you all have the
same aim, to do your job well.
Think about the business world.
Being friends with your colleagues
-4 isimrelevant, what is important is
whether you can work well as a
team to achieve the company’'s
goals.

TiPS:

v"  Don’'t be afraid to build on
other people’s ideas. If
someone gives their
opinion and you agree, you
can add your own reasons

or examples to show you
agree. On the other hand,

if you disagree with
someone you can use an
example tc show why you
think they are wrong.

v’ Having an example is a
good way to support your
argument, but it is not_
always required. If you
have difficulty thinking of
an example, don’t worry!
Just try 1o give a reason o
support your idea.




12DCSE v g~ AH AN
| Communication Strategy | Examples |

In my opinion.... The reason is that... For

Justifying your opinion ,
yingy P example/instance, ...

You’ve got a point.

Agreeing and politely disagreeing 'm not sure | agree

Gaining time Sorry, give me a second.

Showing that you are listening/interested Wow! That’s really interesting.

Taking the floor Here is what | think.

Checking Understanding In other words, you think...?

Asking for clarification I’m not sure what you mean. Can you explain that?
Developing arguments Another reason is ... Furthermore, ...
Compensating What | mean is ... In other words ...

Asking appropriate questions Could you tell me more about that?

Inviting others in by asking questions Would you like to share your idea?

Redirecting discussion What effect will this have on... ?



Discussion Strategy
v—Fhk

Meek 1| Justifying your opinion, agreeing/disagreeing, gaining time

1. Justifying your opinion

IN MSCUSSIONS, it 15 IMPortant 1o SUPPOrt your opinon. Giving reasons 1o jJustity your opinion helps
ather peopia take your ideas more senously It aiso shows that you have thought about yousr
eas carefully. Whenever you share an ides, you should give suppaorting ideas, and if you can

an axampla. You can ussa the following three-step method idea—2support->example

Here e some axample phirases you can uss for each stage

2. Agreeing and politely disagreeing

Sometimes you may have to say whether you agree or disagree with a point that other people
make. It i1s important, especially when disagreeing, to do this politely and with respect. You also
might want to give a reason why you agree or disagree, with some examples Here are some
useful phrases you can use.

Agreeing

1 think you're right.
You've got a point.
That makes sense.

Disagreeing

I'm not sure | agree.

I see your point but...

That might be true, but...

Even though what you sald makes sense, | think. .
What you are saying is really interesting, but my idea is

Model:
Question: Whalt leads peopie 1o eal fast food?

Answer. In my opinion, people eat fast food because they are too busy to cook. For
example, office Workers often work late, so have (o buy fast food on the way home

Response. | see your point, but | don't think it is just because they work late. Maybe,

some people eat fast food because they can’t cook, of perhaps they are just lazy.

Practice:
Use one of the phrases from the above list 1o politely disagree with the following opinion. (You
can use the prompt given in brackets or use your own ideas).

Question: In many countries people are being encouraged to eat less meat. Why do you
think this 1s?

Answer | think it is pecause eating too much meat is unhealthy. Peopie need a more
balanced diet

Politely disagree (the environment, animal oruelty . )

For m‘...

1 think/believe...
In my opinion...
In my view...
From my perspecti

Model:
Question If you
Response. Faor
of gang o day
wn the forest, an
Practice:

Uso the moded above to

Quastion I you|

Raesponsea

3. Gaining time

Sometimes, during a discussion, you need time to think. In such a circumstance, It is better to
say something to show that you are thinking, rather than being completely sllent. Here are some
example phrases you can use to “buy some time ”

Hmm, let me think. What I'm trying to say is...

well.../ you see / | mean... Now, it's very complicated  Let me think about it
How can | explain, Could | have a second to think about that?
Hang on a minute.

Sorry, give me a second.

4, Showing that you are listening/interested

It is very important to show that you are interested in what others are saying Use these
expressions to show that you are interested. If you can also use gestures, facial expressions and
eye contact to show your interest, it would be even better

Normal response Stronger response
Uh-huh. Really?
Right. Wow! That's really interesting.
That's interesting. That's incredible!
1 see.
Model:

Statement. / love ltalian food
Normmal Response. | see

Statement | have a cooking license
Strong response: Wow! That's really interesting.

Practice:
Respond to the following statements. Decide If the response should be normal or strong.

- Pasta originally comes from China.
- | eat natto everyday.
- Iwant to leam how to cook
| ate a whole sheep when | visited Mongolia.
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» Week 1 (April 8-12)

- Justifying your opinion

- Agreeing/disagreeing

- Gaining time

Iin my opinion...

That might be

~ Week 2 (April 15-19) true, but...
- Checking understanding
- Turn-taki

e o What I’'m

~ Week 3 (April 22-26)
- Developing arguments
- Compensating

» Week 4 (May 6-10)

- Asking questions

AFZXLEMZER—ARETY .

® BMI HIcik---
RAE—F T v aFTRED strategy |IDEZIT I ETFTH !

trying to say is...
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Starting discussion Jumping in

that... but can | say

Il go first. something?
Let me say
what | think.

May I cut in?

Here is what | think.

proptb HE

Asking to explain Encouraging

Could you Could you tell me

explain that? more about that?

Could you tell me Can you give me
what that means? gn example?

Challenging
How did you

find out about
that?

Could you explain
why you think that?
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* It was effective for low level students to get them scaffold. Students felt it useful.
* It’s good that students actually got to use them.

e Students enjoyed the opportunities to actually use it, use the new expressions.

* |can see it gives them a little confidence to start the sentences.

* Italso gives “structure.” If students are nervous they can see the card and use the
structure.

* | found students using it in the later part of the session (“normal regular part.”)

 Some older students said they wished they had this kind of session back then when they
were freshmen.

* We should make all the regular session strategy sessions for the first couple of weeks
because those are necessary skills for students to have / to be able to use.



A R3E 1—fAE (EET7FR/NMH—) cont.

didn’t use the cards, because it will make the table overcrowded.
‘hey all have the sheet (paper with the strategy) in front of them.

‘00 many strategies in one session

Some students don’t participate all the sessions. So, there are some
gaps among them.

There are some students that don’t need to be there.

They are a bit stilted (following the specific format, so a bit
unnatural).

As long as it’s optional, | think it’s good. Once we start to force them
doing this, it’s no good.
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