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Error Types of Japanese Learners Corpus of Mandarin Chinese and 
NTNU/TUFS Online Dictionary of Misused Chinese 



Online Dictionary of Misused Chinese 

Corpus features 

• Making the corpus public on the internet 

• Being able to search for sentences and words using different error classifications, the 
student’s background, the topic of essay etc 

• Being able to refer to the original essays and the revised essays 

 

Corpus samples 
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Structure of the Talk 

Corpus 
• Explaining the students’ essays 

• Promissory letter and students’ background 

• How to correct essays 

• How to set up and add error tags 

 

Case study 
( Analysis of learners’ misuse of Chinese complements) 

• The six types of Chinese complements 

• Frequency of correct and wrong use 

• Error classification for each complement 
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Summary of Essay 

• Essays are written by students of the Chinese department 
at TUFS ( second to fourth year students). 

• The total number of students who are taking part in this 
project is 81: 38 second year students, 26  third year 
students, 17 fourth students. 

• Currently, we have 248 essays. 

• Presently, we have a collection of 92,000 characters. 
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Essay Sample 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• Student ID: Tu_Ch_069 

• Format: Word (.docx) 
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Students’ Background 

Table1-1 Students’ Background: Basic Information  

 

 

 

 

 
 

6 

1 2 3 1 2 term institution location

Tu_Ch_001 Chinese 4 --- male 22 0-20Japan Japan Japanese Japanese 4 years TUFS
2011.9-
2012.6

QingHua
University

Pekin

Tu_Ch_002 Chinese 3 --- female 21 0-14China 14-21Japan Japan Chinese
Chinese/Jap

anese
TUFS
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Table1-2 Students’ Background: Language 
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with father with mother with borther

Japanese Japanese Japanese Japanese Japanese Japanese Japanese

Japanese Chinese Japanese Chinese Japanese Japanese
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Table1-3 Students’ Background: Examination 
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Grade Date R W S L Overall date R L Overall Date R W S L Overall Date R W S L Overall Date Grade Date Grade Date Grade Date

2 2007.2 745 2012.2 6 2012.1

3 2023.6
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Correction 

Sample of Corrected Essay 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Word format, comment function 
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Sample of Correction System 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• transfer /  replace / delete / addition 
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Tag 

 

• Type of Errors 
  「删除」(removal), 「添加」(addition), 「替换」(replacement), 「移动」(transfer) 

 

• Category of Grammar 
 张斌 (2007)《新编现代汉语》复旦大学出版社. 

 齐沪扬 (2012)《现代汉语》商务印书社. 

 齐沪扬 (2010)《对外汉语教学语法》复旦大学出版社.  
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• Sample of Tag List 
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category subcategory
名词 专有名词 可量名词 不可量名词 时间名词 处所名词 方位词
可量名词 个体名词 集体名词 物质名词 抽象名词
数词 系数词 位数词 系位数词 数量数词 概数词
动词1 动作动词 存现动词 关系动词 能愿动词 趋向动词 使令动词
动词2 及物动词 不及物动词
动词3 静态动词 持续动词 瞬间动词 终结动词
动词4 重叠动词
形容词 性质形容词 状态形容词
区别词 区别词
副词 程度副词 范围副词 时间副词 情态副词 否定副词 语气副词 关联副词
代词 人称代词 指示代词 疑问代词
连词

介词
时间介词 处所介词 方向介词 范围介词 工具介词 依据介词 对待介词
原因介词 目的介词 与事介词 处置介词 被动介词 介引介词 伴随介词
比较介词

助词 结构助词 时态助词 时制助词 比况助词 表数助词 列举助词 其他助词

倒装句 主谓倒装 状语后置 宾语前置

句式
主谓谓语句 “把”字句 “被”字句 连动句 兼语句 存现句 比较句
“连”字句

联合复句 并列复句 承接复句 递进复句 选择复句 注解复句

偏正复句 因果复句 条件复句 转折复句 让步复句 目的复句



• Sample of Adding Tag System 
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• Example 

(1)所以開闊眼界對<替换／动词／有→培养> 

 

   獨立思考能力<添加／程度副词／○→很>有用。 
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Case Study: Analysis of Complements 

Complement is bound to and follows the verb and expresses the result of 
the action of the verb. 

 

Five types of Chinese Complements 
• Resultative Complement （结果补语）  

• Directional Complement （趋向补语） 

• Potential Complement （可能补语） 

• Degree Complement （程度/情态补语） 

• Classifier Complement （动量/数量补语） 

 

Data 

• The amount of essays: 100 

• The number of characters: about 46,000 
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Rate of Complement Use 
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The Percentage of Correct and Wrong Use 
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type of 
complements 

Resultative Directional Potential Prepositional Degree Classifier 

type of use correct wrong correct wrong correct wrong correct wrong correct wrong correct wrong 

％ 67% 33% 80% 20% 74% 26% 84% 16% 67% 33% 83% 17% 



Resultative Complement 

 

(2a) *农村人不容易买φ好东西。 

(2b) 农村人不容易买到好东西。 
“It is difficult to purchase in the village.” 

 

(3a) *你听φ意大利菜，想起来什么？ 

(3b) 你听到意大利菜，想起来什么？ 
“When you hear Italian food, what do you think of?” 

 

• The most common error is to drop the complement “到”.  

• The error type amounts to 68.3 % of the total (43 cases / 63 cases) 

 

(4) 从小开始学习语言的话，比较不会怕说错， 自由自在地讲。 
“When you start to study a language from childhood, you don’t worry about what you say is wrong and 
speak freely.” 
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Directional Complement 

 
(5a) *原来这个节日是从中国φ来的风俗习惯，现在成为日本的一个重要节日。 

(5b) 原来这个节日是从中国传来的风俗习惯，现在成为日本的一个重要节日。 

“This holiday originally came from customs and habits, but now it has become an important 
holiday in Japan.” 

 

(6a) *我们要为了自己φ出去社会好好地干。 

(6b) 我们要为了自己走出社会好好地干。 

“We have to go into the world and work hard for ourselves.” 

 

• The most common error is to drop the preceding verb. 
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Potential Complement 

 

(7a) *但就算是多么高价的礼物胜不了子女的体贴入微。  

(7b) 但就算是多么高价的礼物也比不上子女的体贴入微。  
“But such an expensive present can not be compared with the warmth felt by children.” 

 

• The most common error is the use of vocabulary. 
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Degree Complement 

 
(8a) *女性不用被家务拘束，我们要为了自己走出社会干得好。 

(8b) 女性不用被家务拘束，我们要为了自己走出社会好好地干。 
“Women need not be restricted to housework. We can go into the world and work hard for 
ourselves.” 

 

(9a) *农村的话，孩子们可以去山里或草原玩儿得很痛快 。 

(9b)农村的话，孩子们可以去山里或草原痛快地玩儿。 
“In a village, children can play vigorously in the mountains and fields. 

 

• The most common error is not to use an appropriate phrase form. 
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Classifier Complement 

 

(10a) *到目前为止，我三次去过中国 。 

(10b) 到目前为止，我去过三次中国。 
“Presently, I have been to China three times.” 

 
• The most remarkable error is the incorrect word order. 
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The Most Remarkable Error for Each Complements  
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Kinds of complement The causes of errors 

Resultative Complement  to drop the phase complement 

Directional Complement to drop the preceding verb 

Potential Complement the use of vocabulary 

Degree Complement not to use an appropriate phrase form 

Classifier Complement the incorrect word order 


