Session 5. Tense and Aspect in Japanese

1. B§%] Tense

1) #5972 R Absolute Tense the direction of time passing
RO D FT
a a a —
HiS B R FEEERE A HRER R
Event Time Speaking Time Event Time
1BE BE Rk
Past Present Future

2) AT > X Relative Tense ; 5617 vs. 1T ZHEDATEBEMER

(1 a. FBHEIFRERE, HiITTTIZAHLTWE,
b. He had left before I visited him.

s . . >
HSREFRF AL EHERR FEFERE R
E. T. Reference Time S.T.
?%7)‘55’#&‘5‘6 ﬂ\bi‘fﬁ.’%'.%ﬁﬂ’bé

e leaves I visit him
exirsh BE BE BE
xtEEg  EITHESR BITESR

Former event Subsequent event

3) Ty vs. T#)

a) JEBER ‘-ru vs @EF-ta= Kl

Non-Past vs. Pastform— Two divisional Tense System
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B . B - B - BB B S~ 0T

Truth/Habit/Volitional/Descriptions in manuals, novels and dramas



(2) Truth(State)
a. BFHEIX. #BT50I&LD,
b. Electronic dictionaries are useful for studying.
(3) Habit
a. BEO=HIZ, #A T— 1Tk,
b. I swim in the pool every day for my health.
(4) Volitional (future)
a. RANG, EFH SRICHEILETS,

b. From nest month, I will go to work at 8:00a.m.

b) RETH vs. ZETH

Imperfective vs. Perfective

(5) a SEE K, AZBELLET,

- b. Lwill give you the book when we_meet next time.

4) iR - 49 - oMK
Interaction between Tense, Aspect and Modality
Past Form ‘-ta’ : .
a) Aspectual Function : (6)Perfective Function {Po &/H 5} ~ &,
b) Modal Function
(7) Imperative 4 iz, ¥t Getout of the way!
(8) Confirmative 732 BAB ISR B < o7, Oh, it is a holiday tomorrow!
BARIMTTLLEIR?

Can I ask your name again?

5) BE ; BEDEE vs. BT DEE
Negation: Past Event vs. Perfective Event
9 a FER, FERKIToE0R2[1T<I11T4]
Did you go to the concert?
Both b and c are possible as an answer to (9a).
b. Negation of a past event: 1TA>724>> 7=, No,Idid not.
c. Negation of Perfective: 52T DEE : 1To T2V, No, I did not.



(10)a. & 5 EHFEIXATRIZITELZ? [perfective]
b. negative+-ta: *TE2Mho7s,
c.-teiru +negative: 72, T&ETW2W,

6) BRRIZRE(Instantaneous Present) vs.  #E#EEE(Durative Present)
Change of State, Perfective

-ta ¥ -ru JV
..... éé 6512/);'%6 £
———————— ¥

preg 4% #28) inchoative
prospective

2. Aspect H(FARY )

1) ‘situation’(Bi., FHE., R E WV D4 R AARFER)N, REMICED X S5 ZREERIH#
EEFOTWAINERET 5HK%.
2) ‘eventual internal time’ (R. Jacobson) HREONERERH
3) ‘internal contour of a situation/event’ (Comrie 1976) YT DR
‘different ways of viewing the internal temporal constituency of a situation’ & % EHEDA

ey 2B o S LE 2R (Comrie 1976)

Comrie, B.(1976) Aspect. Cambridge Univ. Press, Cambridge.
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(A1) TEFEB) LW EMEEZRT sitvation(BRE. BHE, RO RRIERIMEE

................................

R5ETHE
imperfective E7ZEF TV av

5ETHH
perfective HTL¥E 5

>

»
P! EEIE #ens, s
prospective inchoative #7594 :
HLoetTs | |

? .............................. ﬁﬁ*ﬁ . x ﬁ%*ﬁ . e

Progressive esultative

BETW3 HFTW3
< FrigeAE - Mkl
durative, contlnuative

5) Tense vs. Aspect F¥fl vs.48 :

Both are temporal grammatical categories 3t {2 REf] (= B3> 3 ST k4GS

- B tense

}8 aspect

+ situation ZONEF L EFV DAL LTH
Z % Each event is treated as a point
without no temporal internal structure.
Each event is treated in terms of the

speaking time or reference time.

{ o .
ET RT ST
MERE5] [ERB)HT D)

&) situation &1V situation
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situation Z B DOFENIZHE-> TELL
TV HRIE) & LTIRA S

Each event has its temporal internal change.
%% &\ 9 situation

_' .
% 2o

Prospective inchoative

e ETHE
terminative perfective

resultative



6) 3C#ERYHH grammatical aspect vs. FEFEARAUME  lexical aspect

R FERARHITE
BEDOXEMIZL DERR BEAERIC L 2K lexical meaning
Specific grammatical forms e.g. B2 ENH inchoative
e.g. EE1THE progressive :  be ~ing start {to~/~ing}
55 T#8 perfect: have ~en #4548 terminative
AR [~TW3B) (IvWa) oFHEEED finish{NP/~ing}

@B L 2o TVD)

[3C#{k) Grammaticalization
have+V(pp.) -Tle’
~TEL, ~TH?

7) 58T#H perfectivevs. /S—7x 7 b perfect

52T 8 perfective

N—7 =7 MHE perfect

* situation #ET LEHD L LTO
EELEVICRXD

(12)E BB IXMBEA~NTo LB, Z&FET
RE LI,

Natume Sooseki went to London but he

came back to Japan in two years.

* 3 % situation DFER, € DEHF1H3 EHERF AT
BOTHRHEL TS
BESR—T7=7 bOBRE:

ZEEERFEAEME current relevance

(13)a, x> For ~fToTW 5,
b.He_has gone to London.

cft & R I
Ta qu Lundun le
REERFIC, T17<1 LV DT HDRERDZS
23 FE 7248\ TV B =the result of event still
effective at the speaking time.
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8) Functions of -teiru [~7 A /L'} O Many people die from cancer.

(19 TANVE
(F5#5e18)
( +durative )

—Z[E#8 frequency : £< DARY L CRA TS,
— 17448 ( —continuous ) HeieiE ; RkcEhE ; ERROET
( —stative ) ( —momentaneous )
— &S - BF
( +continuous ) 48 ; BEBE - EATWD
Resultative

( +momentaneous )

L REEM ; BRFAORE : T TWS, HTnW3, 4-oTn3

( +stative )

9) BbE54E  Verbal Classification in terms of lexical aspect
Vendler(1967), Dowty(1979)

S DN =

(15) IREE&(States)
[+stative,

+durative]

know
believe
have
desire

love

c.f. .
stative: H#HY

- IREEBEE(States)

- JEBhEhEE (Activities)

- R ENEE(Accomplishments)
- B #Fhz5(Achievements)

JEEN(Activities) EEJZ(Accomplishﬁent) Zl)&(Achievement)

[-stative(=active), [ +telic SE#E89 [ +telic

+durative] +durative] -durative BRRE1#9)
run paint a picture recognize B\
work make a chair spot Bir<
swim deliver a sermon find ADNTB
push a cart draw a circle lose %95
drive a car recover from illness reach FET S

die

active: By durative:é%ﬁ&'{l telic: 5245/

3l &




Teiru/Teoku/Tearu

1. TLvS -teiru
Durative #kfs:

1. Progressive 1T

2. Resultative #HE
3. Perfect N—=T =z b
4. State KB DRERE

2. -teoku -TH <K vs -tearu—TH 5

-teoku -TH< : transitive
Agent 45 Theme # V TE<
Volitional =AY
Agent-Oriented Bi{EEEM

1
! RO BREHER 2 E-> T <, Still Transitive
Action Result
Bef R E->TH 5, Two places —One place
Action Result
T
v T
‘tearu —TdhH 3!

3l b

Transitive—intransitive
Two places —One place
ZHREE S b —HREEA~
Theme 2V TH %
Stative RAREY
Result-Oriented #&R&E M




